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Remarks 

In the present response, no claims are amended dlaiim S, 8, and 13 are 
withdrawn. 

L Speclfkation 

Pdragraph [0015] i$ amended to correct a typograi}hical error. 

H Clainu Rejection: 35 USC § 102(b) 

Clauns 1-4, 6, 7, 9-12, and 14 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by USPN 4,709,873 (Smith). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection, 

A proper rejection of a claim ynder 35 U.S.C* §1 02 requires that a single prior art 
refiarence disclose each element of the claim. See ^flPEPi§ 2131, also, W,L Gore <& 
A^soc, Inc, V. Garhck Inc., 721 F.2d 1540, 220 303, 313 (Fed, Cir. 1983). 

Since Smith neither teaches nor suggests each element in.the clainis^ these claiiiis aie 
allowable over SmitlL 



Claim 1 recites numerous limitations that are not taught or suggested in Smith. By 
way of example, claim 1 recites that the hub and the guide member ''cooperate to fona a 
surface for receiving the magnetic tape" (emphasis added). In other words, both the hub 
and the guide member fbxm a surface. Nowhere does Smith teach or suggest this 
recitation. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner associates element 16 (i.e., the threader pin) 
with the claimed guide member. Element 16 in Smithy however, does not coopca^te with 
the hub 'to form a surface for receiving the magnetic tape.** Smith expressly teaches that 
main purpose of our device 19d is to receive and locate a direader pin 16 at the axis 
of rotation 35A of die take-i^ reel 19'* (5: 15-17). The axis of rotation extends through 
the interior of the hub 1 9 A^ nowhere near the surfece of the hub. As shown in FIGS . 1 
and 2, threader pin 16 enters slot 1 1 and stops at point 100 so the threader pin is at the 
axis of rotation 35 (see 5: 43 - 48). Again, since the threader pin 16 is located inside the 
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hub 1 9 the hub and threader pin cannot ''cooperate to form a sur&ce fcr receiving the 
magnetic tape." . 

For at least these reasons* Smith does not teach or suggest all the elements of 
independent claim 1. The depmdent claims that depend from independent daim 1 are 
allowable for at least these reasons. 

Claim 9 

Claim 9 recites numerous limitations that are not taught or suggested in Smitii. By 
way of example, claim 9 recites that the hub and the giiide mCTiber ^''oooperate to form, a 
surface for winding the magnetic tape" (emphasis added). As noted above in connection 
wldi claim 1, Smith does not teacb or suggest that its hubi 19A and threader pin 16 
"cooperate to fomi a surface fbt winding the magnetic t^.'* 

For at least these reasons. Smith does not teach or suggest all the dements of 
independent claim 9. The dependent claims that depend from indspoBdsnt claim 9 are 
allowable for at least these reasojosi. 

As another example, daim 9 redtes a secuiing mechanism to secure tlxe guide 
member to the hub **9uch that ihe magnetic tape is windable onto the hub and the guide 
member'' (emphasis added). Nowhere does Smith teach or suggest that the magnetic tape 
is windable onto both the hub and the guide member* 

In the. Office Action^ the Examiner associates element 16 (i.e.» the threader pin) 
. wxfh the claimed guide member. Smith, however, does not teach that the magnetic tape is 
windable onto the hub and threader pin. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 of Smith, the threader 
pin 16 enters slot 1 1 and stops at point 100 so the threader pin is at the axis of rotation 35 
(see 5: 43 -48). Again* since the threader pin 16 is located inside the hub 19A, the 
magnetic tape is not *\vindable onto'* the hub and guide member. 

For at least these reasons. Smith does not teach or suggest all the elements of 
independent claim 9. The dependent daims that depend &om independent daim 9 are 
allowable for at least these reasons. 

As yet another example, daim 9 recites that the magnetic tape is voidable onto 
the hub and guide member in two different directions. Sped£ically» the magnetic tape is 
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windable 'In a first direction of rotation and a second direction of rotation while the 
guidA member is secured to the hub." Smith does not teadh or suggest &6se redtations. 

The OflQce Action has not even addressed these recitations. In other words^ the 
Office Action has not cited a sin^o location whatsoev^ in Smith for teaching these 
recitations. 

For at least these reasons, Snnth does not teach or sugge^ all the elements of 
independeat claim 9. The dependent claims that depend fiom Independent daim 9 are 
allowable for at least ^se reasons. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of fhe above. A|iplicants believe that all pending daims are in condition 
for allowance. Allowance of &ese daims is i^fpectfuUy requested. 

Any inquiry regarding diis Amendment and Response should be directed to Philip 
S. Lypm at Tdephone No. (281) 514-8236, FacEimile No. (281) 514-8332. In addition, 
all oonespondence should continue to be directed to the following address: 



Hewlett>Packard Conq^tmy 

Intellectual Propraty Adtniidstratlon 
P.O. Box 272400 

Fort Coliins, Colorado 80S27-2400 



RespectMly submitted. 
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